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Dear Theo (at Southport UMC): Have you heard of Jesus? | have done some research just for you so that you will
know that this Jesus is the Messiah. Let me tell you about His life, from
cradle to cross.

Luke, the author of the gospel of Luke, conducted research about the life of Jesus to help the faith of his friend
Theophilus. We are the recipients of that investigation through the books of Luke and Acts in the New Testament.

This Lent, as a congregation, we want to encourage you to do your own research. We want to encourage you to
read the book of Luke. Let’s do it together as a church.

Our Thursday evening worship services, during Lent, will be a little different than normal. The short

messages will be based on key passages from the life of Jesus as documented by Luke. We will also have the op-
portunity for some discussion during our time together. All this will occur within a typical

worship service format with announcements, prayer, and music.

Join us on the Thursdays of Lent starting February 18 to discover who Jesus is in the eyes of Luke and let that grow
the knowledge of Christ within you, “*so you can be certain of the truth of everything you were taught.” (Luke
1:4, NLT)

Like everything these days, we don’t know exactly what the future holds. So, as of now, we don’t know if we will
be doing this in-person, at least at the start of Lent. But whether we are in-person or not, we will have a Zoom
component that will allow those at home to participate with those present for the worship/study.

Stay tuned for more details.
Blessings,

Pastor Doug

When: February 17
Drive-through ash service &

gift bag hand out with communion

Times: 1-2 p.m. & 6-7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday’s recorded service will be available
online on day of. More info coming soon!




Mary ond Riley Lynciv Scholarshuip:



are, faced and continues to face many challenges. We’ve seen keeping Imagination Station open and operating
ple can go to work. In fact, we take care of several children of teachers, police officers, and medical workers, so we
hey can continue to do the essential work that they do. However, even with all the care and precautions we have taken
or all of the facility at times. We also saw a decease in enrollment due to parents losing jobs, being off work, or choosing to

e they work from home (I don’t recommend this one if avoidable, Leni, my 5 year old, has been pretending to be a lion and

at me as | write this). For these reasons we have seen a decrease in income for Imagination Station. Thankfully this decrease has been

y grants. That being said, thanks to those grants and being very careful with expenses, Imagination Station managed to end the yearin a

trong giving combined with prudent management from both the school and church means that Southport United Methodist Church is stronger
nancially at the beginning of 2021 than it was at the beginning of 2020.

\We know that challenging times may still be coming, so we took this opportunity to fortify our finances for the future. We transferred $24,000 to our
church Improvement Fund. This will help us be prepared for future maintenance or upgrade needs of the church while minimizing the impact to our
operating budget when this happens.

Another thing | feel blessed for right now is that to this point we have not had to eliminate any employees. We have shifted some hours around for our
teachers and caregivers due to decreased attendance at Imagination Station, but we have not had to let anyone go. Furthermore, we have paid our
employees even when they were not working because of covid restrictions. There was an additional upside to this and that is we received a $33,894 refund
of federal payroll tax for paying our employees while we were required by the sate and county to be closed. We were able to put every penny of that in our
emergency funds.

Rest assured that even with the efforts noted above to strengthen our financial position and to make sure we can weather challenging times we still made a
difference to our community. We still fed hundreds if not thousands of people through the efforts of God’s Will breakfast, Feed A Need, Ronald McDonald’s
House ministry, and the Harvest Table. We still paid many utility bills and rent payments for those who needed our help through Pastor’s Benevolence. We
still financially supported efforts to house the homeless through Interfaith Hospitality. We still provided Christmas gifts and necessities for many families
and children through Christmas Jubilee. Over $36,000 went directly to these efforts and others.

It is important to note that sturdying up our emergency fund and church improvement fund make it possible for us to put more resources to ministry,
missions, outreach, and goodwill for those in need now and for years to come.

We had a lot of challenges in 2020 and many difficult decisions to make, but although we worried (at least | did) about finances your generosity means it was
all needless. Thank you for giving so generously of your time, talent, and financial resources.

Brandon Collins
Financial Officer



Southport United Methodist Church
partners with Versiti Blood Center of
Indiana to save community lives.

Versiti is a fusion of blood donation, scientific
curiosity and precision medicine which
recognizes that the gifts of blood and life are precious.

Please come out to support our drive on
Saturday February 20th, from 9:30am - 1:00pm at
Southport United Methodist Church.

We look forward to seeing you there!
Schedule your donation appointment HERE:
http://bit.ly/SouthportUMC-BloodDrive-2-20-21

As a member of the Versiti community, our

donations are of crucial importance for local

Indiana hospitals. Patients need help all year long, not just during times of high need. Blood

donors can give up to six times a year — every 56 days — but most only give once per year.

Everyone who pitches in, from volunteers to

donors, can feel good about helping patients who depend on receiving that blood. We can do a lot of
good and have a huge impact.

Please remember blood donation in the year ahead as a gesture that helps to make the world a better

place, and that keeps us stronger together.
Southport United Methodist Church
Saturday, 02/20/2021 (09:30 am - 01:00 pm)
1947 E. Southport Road

Bloodmobile

Indianapolis, IN 46227



http://bit.ly/SouthportUMC-BloodDrive-2-20-21
https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/137310
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1947+E.+Southport+Road?entry=gmail&source=g

Hello from Imagination Station! The Preschoolers are
preparing for their Valentines Day parties in a couple
weeks! February will be Eric Carle themed with a lot of

fun learning activities.

We are looking forward to this fun month while waiting
patiently for spring to bring us warmer fresh air and
playground time!

Youtiv Newss:

Praise report: Welcome back Avianna, we missed you!

Sunday school remains on Zoom on Sunday’s at 1pm. SUMY will be on Zoom once
a month from 2-3 pm. February's SUMY will be 2/7/21 and we will have a Zoom
tea party! Dresses, hats and ties welcomed :) Porch drops will be made on Satur-
day, 2/6/21 with tea party kits. Stay warm !

Blessings,
Lesa




“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland” (Isaiah 43:18-19)

As Isaiah says, maybe we should forget 2020. However, before we do, let’s review some of the things that we

accomplished in 2020, it wasn’t all bad.

Four blood drives enabled 55 donors to potentially save 174 Indiana lives.

We served three community meals.

A new ministry was created, Feed A Need (F.A.N.), and served 56 sack meals and 72 cans of dog food to a
homeless camp.

God’s Will Breakfast doubled up their efforts and served even more sack meals than normal.

Even though Interfaith Hospitality Network was not using host churches. Homeless families were housed in
apartments and hotel rooms with kitchenettes and a new Diversion program was developed and sup-
ported by SUMC to help families avoid shelters all together.

Jubilee Christmas was able to provide a Merry Christmas to 14 Homecroft families which included 42 chil-
dren.

Between the two Ronald McDonald House meal programs, over 400 meals were donated. Again, things
looked different, however, fresh meals from restaurants and frozen meals were delivered to RMH so the
families were still able to feel the love God and our volunteers have for them.

Harvest table not only fed members of the congregation and the community but approximately 520 Ibs. of
fresh produce was donated to Hunger, Inc. Families who might not have had access to fresh vegetables
were able to supplement their meals with seasonal vegetables.

We have no idea what 2021 will bring. As you can see, even with a pandemic happening around us, SUMC is still
very active and willing to do what is necessary to serve the needs of God’s people.

All the above mentioned ministries are supported by Faith Promise. Faith Promise is funded by the generosity of
all of YOU. Thank you all so very much for opening your hearts so that so many others can benefit. Here is what
is scheduled so far for 2021:

Blood Drive (Dates for 2021 are Feb. 20, April 24, July 31 & Nov. 13)
Community Meals (TBA)

God’s Will Breakfast (continues)

Perry Township Religious Education (continues)

Interfaith Hospitality Network (October 10-17, 2021)

Jubilee Christmas (July and December)

Kairos Prison Ministries (TBA)

Ronald McDonald House (TBA)

Feed A Need (providing 50 sack meals the second Saturday of every month)
Mission Trip (TBA)

If you are not sure how you would like to help but you feel called to get more involved, complete an equipping
ministry and ministry discovery survey. These will reveal what talents and interests you have and how they can
be used to glorify God. If any of these opportunities sound interesting to you, contact Glenda Williams at the

church office (317)784-9508 or email her at glenda@sumc.org. We hope you continue to support Faith

Promise.



mailto:glenda@sumc.org

FInances & Attendance

LEADERSHIP TEAM SERVICE TIMES

Duane Thompson
Connie Whisner

Sunday

Jim Cooney
9:00 a.m.—Online

Sherry Davis

1947 E Southport Road
Karen Decatur 2

Indianapolis, IN

Joy Eder
Suzy Heilman Phone: 317-784-9508
John Klipsch
Phil Sell

Brad Wiseman

Email: office@sumc.org

Website: www.sumc.org

Everyone is sharing God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ in their everyday, 24 x 7 lives.
Ss that... we are making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our community and the world.




