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Reoted in love
Sent into the wonld with punpose




Everyone is sharing God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ in their everyday, 24 x 7 lives.

Se that...we are making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of

our community and the world.
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, Dear SUMC Faith Communfty, A

As we begin a new year of worship at Southport United Methodist Church, | am filled with deep
gratitude and great hope. Since joining you as senior pastor in July of 2024, | have been blessed
beyond measure—to celebrate SUMC becoming a debt-free church, to give thanks for 175 years of
faithful witness, and to watch this congregation step boldly into our community through one of the
most impactful outreach events in recent history with our revitalized Fall Festival. These moments
are not accidents. They are signs of a church seeking to live out its faith in tangible, transformative
ways.

As we look ahead to 2026, our worship life will be grounded in a simple but profound calling found
in Romans 12—a vision for what it means to be the church, not just on Sunday mornings, but every
day of the week.

The apostle Paul begins with this invitation: “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God—this is your spiritual worship.” Worship is not confined to a sanctuary or a song;
it is the offering of our whole lives to God. In 2026, our worship will continually invite us to bring our
full selves—our joys and struggles, our questions and commitments—before God, trusting that God
meets us exactly where we are and transforms us for what lies ahead.

Paul continues, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds.” Throughout the year, our sermon series will challenge us to resist shallow faith and instead
be shaped deeply by Scripture, prayer, and the way of Jesus. We will explore forgiveness when it
is easy—and when it is painfully difficult. We will confront the idols that subtly claim our attention
and loyalty. We will rediscover the authority, reliability, and life-giving power of God’s Word.
Worship will not simply affirm us; it will form us.




Romans 12 also reminds us that transformation is never a solo endeavor. “For just as in one
body we have many members...so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.” This year’s
worship will celebrate our shared life together—calling us to deeper connection, courageous
service, generous giving, and faithful witness. From the B.L.E.S.S. practices that shape everyday
discipleship, to our focus on reconciliation, cross-cultural engagement, and mission beyond our
walls, worship will continually send us out as the hands and feet of Christ in Southport and
beyond.

Finally, Paul offers a vision of love made real: sincere, patient, hopeful, and persevering. That is
the kind of faith community we are striving to be. A church that prays first. A church that listens
well. A church that serves humbly. A church that loves boldly.

This July, | will begin my third year serving alongside you, and | cannot fully express how excited
| am for the future of SUMC. God is not finished with us yet. My prayer is that as we worship
together in 2026, we will continue to be shaped into a Romans 12 community—alive in Christ,
rooted in love, and sent into the world with purpose.

| invite you to commit yourself anew to worship this year. Come expectant. Come ready to be
changed. And come prepared to live out the faith we proclaim.

Uil it

Grace and peace,
Rev. William G. Nickrand
Senior Pastor, Southport United Methodist Church




-

January

Eplphany & e

nnzo o Baptlsm of the Lord
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od’s Plan Made Know‘

January 4th
Ephesians 3:1-12 & Matthew 2:1-12
Revealed Mystery: God’s Plan Made Known

Celebrate Epiphany as we uncover God’s divine plan revealed through the story of Jesus’ birth.
This special service invites us to explore how God’s purposes are made known to us today,
drawing from Ephesians and the story of the Magi in Matthew. Join us as we marvel at the

mystery and joy of God’s plan unfolding in our lives.
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" January 8th & 11th
. Matthew 3:13-17
God'’s Voice, Our Calling

As we remember the baptism of our Lord, we reflect on how God calls each of us personally.
~ Through Jesus’ baptism, we leam to recognize God'’s voice and discern our own calling in the

world. This message encourages each of us to respond faithfully to God’s invitation.
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January 15th & 18th
Ephesians 4:25-32
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;;Letg_i_ng Go of the Hurts We Carry

Jan. 29th & Feb. 1st
Luke 6:37-42

The Four Stages of Forgiving How People Forgive

January 22rd & 25th
Matthew 18:21-35

Feb. 5th & Feb. 8th
Colossians 3:12-17

Forgiving When it is Most Difficult Why Forgive

Join us for a four-week series exploring the transformative power of forgiveness.
From understanding the stages of forgiving to confronting challenges in letting go,
we’ll discover how God calls us to forgive others and ourselves. Together, we will
learn that forgiveness is not just a feeling but a choice that brings freedom and

healing.
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February 12th & 15th
Matthew 17:1-9
Mountaintop Moments

The transfiguration invites us to encounter the glory of Christ and
experience spiritual mountaintop moments. This sermon encourages

us to recognize God'’s presence in times of revelation and

transformation, inspiring us to carry that light into our daily lives.




Ash Wednesday

February 18th
Joel 2:12-17
| Am in the Ashes

February
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Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own
mortality and confess our sin before God within the community of faith. The form
and content of the service focuses on the dual themes of sin and death in the
light of God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ.




Lenten

Sermon Series

February 22nd March 12th & 15th

Matthew 4:1-11 John 9:1-41

| Am Your Deliverer | Am the Good Shepherd
February 26th & March 1st March 19th & 22nd

John 3:1-17 John 11:1-45

| Am the Promise | Am Resurrection and Life

March 5th & 8th
John 4:5-42
| Am Living Water

This Lent and Easter series invites us to encounter Jesus
through the profound “I Am” statements in Scripture. From ashes
to resurrection, we will explore how Christ’s identity reveals
God’s presence, power, and promise in our lives. Each week
brings a deeper understanding of who Jesus is and how we are
invited to follow him faithfully.
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Palm
Sunday Friday Easter

March 26th April 3rd

3 20th April 5th

John 18:1-19:42 John 20:1-18
Matthew 21:1-11

| Am King | Am the Lamb | Am Risen



SEMETEEWaS TN ESES
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 () 10 1
@ 13 14 15 @ 17 18
@ 20 21 22 @ 24 25

€9 27 28 29 30

April 9 & 12 John 20:19-31 The Jokes on Death
April 16 & 19  Luke 24:13-35 When Hope Walks Beside You
April 23 & 26  John 10:1-10 Life to the Full

After Easter, this series reflects on the joy, hope, and life that comes from the
resurrection. Using humor, storytelling, and Scripture, we’ll explore how the
empty tomb transforms our perspective, giving new life, renewed hope, and a
reason to celebrate God’s victory over death.
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Apr 30 & May 3 Matthew 11:28-29 The Need for Speed
May 7 & 10 Exodus 31:12-17 Mechanical Failures
May 14 & 17 Luke 13:10-17 Passing Others
May 21 & 24 Romans 14:5-6 Beyond the Oval
May 28 & 31 Isaiah 58:13-14 The Indy 500

May is full throttle — school programs, graduations, spring sports,
and the world-famous Indy 500 revving up right here in our city. Life moves
fast, and sometimes it feels like we're running laps with no pit stops in
sight. But what if God’s invitation to “remember the Sabbath and keep it
holy” isn’t about slowing down out of duty, but finding true rest in the One
who designed us for it? In The Greatest Spectacle, we’'ll look at the
Sabbath through the lens of the race — learning when to accelerate, when
to pull over, and how to keep our souls from burning out. It's time to trade
exhaustion for renewal and rediscover the sacred rhythm of rest.
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Psalm 104:24-25 God’s Wonder in Creation

As Vacation Bible School concludes, we celebrate the wonder of
181 God's creation and the joy of learning about faith. This service

M highlights the beauty and creativity of God’s world and invites
families and children to marvel at the divine handiwork in
everyday life.
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June 11 & 14
Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 6:17
The Power of Scripture

June 18 & 21
Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 5:18; Psalm 119:89-91
The Reliability of Scripture

June 25 & 28
2 Peter 1:20-21; Matthew 22:29-32; John 10:35
The Authority of Scripture

Explore the transformative power, reliability, and authority of Scripture.
This series emphasizes why the Bible is foundational for faith and life,

equipping believers to engage, understand, and live out God’s Word in
daily decisions and spiritual growth.
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July 2 & 5
Exodus 32:1-6; Jeremiah 2:11-13
When Good Things Become Idols

July 9 & 12
Romans 1:22-25
Idols of Today's Forge

July 16 & 19
Ezekiel 14:1-8; Romans 12:1-2
Silent Shrine

July 23 & 26
Isaiah 44:9-20, Luke 18:9-14
Mirror, mirror: Do We Reflect Whose We Are?

This series explores the subtle ways idols infiltrate our lives, from material
possessions to personal ambitions. Through Scripture, we’ll examine how
to recognize, confront, and remove modern idols, replacing them with a life
fully devoted to God.
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July 30 & August 2 Luke 6:12-16 Begin with Prayer
August6 & 9 Luke 18:35-44 Listen

August 13 & 16 Matthew 9:9-13 Eat

August 20 & 23 John 13:1-20 Serve

August 27 & 30 John 3:1-17 Story

Inspired by the B.L.E.S.S. framework for outreach, this series
equips believers to bless others through prayer, listening, sharing
meals, service, and storytelling. Each week highlights practical
ways to embody Christ’s love in everyday interactions.
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October 1 & 4 Numbers 22:21-39 Beware the Talking Donkey
October 8 & 11 2 Kings 2:23-25 The Curse of the Bears
October 15 & 18 Ezekiel 37:1-14 The Walking Bones
October 22 & 25 1 Samuel 28:3-25 The Witch of Endor

This series invites us to encounter the wonderfully strange and mysterious
moments in Scripture that challenge our expectations. Through peculiar,
thought-provoking, and even humorous biblical stories, we will learn to
recognize God’s presence and purpose in ways that stretch our faith and
spark imagination.
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October 29 & November 1
Revelation 7:9-17
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ALL SAINTS

A Great Cloud of Witnesses

November
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On All Saints Sunday, we honor the faithful who have gone
before us and celebrate the eternal community of believers. This
sermon reminds us that we are part of a larger story of faith,
courage, and perseverance, and inspires us to live in ways that
honor the legacy of those who came before.
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